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UM ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES PROGRAM AWARDED GRANT
MISSOULA The University of Montana Environmental Studies Program recently was awarded
$245,000 from the New York-based Doris Duke Charitable Foundation. The money will fund
the Doris Duke Conservation Fellowship Program, which works to identify and support future
leaders dedicated to serving the environment.
The UM award is part of $2.61 million in grants awarded to six institutions: UM, Duke
University, the University of Michigan, Yale University, Cornell University and the
University of Wisconsin.
Doris Duke foundation program officer Eric Holst said, “We chose these universities
from a pool of nearly 100 in the United States. These six have exceptional interdisciplinary
programs in environmental studies and a proven record of producing leaders for conservation
in the public interest.”
“This is a major recognition for u s,” said Tom Roy, chair of UM ’s Environmental
Studies Program. “We are the only school west of the Mississippi to receive this honor. The
amount each university received was determined by the size of its program .”
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To date, more than 50 environmental studies graduate students nationwide have been
awarded Doris Duke Conservation Fellowships. The fellowship program is expected to support
an additional 75 students over the next three years.
Selected by their universities, fellows each receive up to $32,000 for tuition, an
internship at a nonprofit conservation organization and educational loan repayment for fellows
who pursue careers in nonprofit or public-sector conservation.
“UM will have four to six fellows each year,” Roy said.
The mission of the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation’s Environment Program is to
protect and restore the environment and promote the sustainable use of land and other natural
resources. With close to $1.6 billion in assets, the foundation is among the largest
philanthropies in the United States.
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